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Reflection 
 
Our virtue for the next few weeks is thankfulness.  
 

To be able to offer thanks, to be able to praise the Lord for what 
He has done for us: this is important!  
We can ask ourselves: Are we capable of saying "Thank you"? 
How many times do we say "Thank you" in our family, our 
community, and in the Church?  
How many times do we say "Thank you" to those who help us, to 
those close to us, to those who accompany us through life?  
Often we take everything for granted! This also happens with God. 
It is easy to approach the Lord to ask for something, but to return 
and give thanks... This is why Jesus so emphasizes the failure of 
the nine ungrateful lepers: "Were not ten made clean? But the 
other nine, where are they? Was no one found to return and give 
praise to give praise to God except this foreigner?  
 

Prayer 
 
God our Father, help each one of us to be thankful for the gift of your creation. Help us to be thankful for 
our own gifts, our loved ones and those we encounter in our work and on life’s journey. Through our Lord, 
Jesus Christ Your Son who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 
ever. Amen 
 
 
Macmillan Coffee afternoon 
 
Thank you to all who were able to donate, buy buns or attend our 
Macmillan coffee afternoon. We raised a super £221.90.  
 
Thank you also to our super Mini Vinnies for their excellent 
salesmanship.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harvest 
Festival  
 
Thank you all those who came to our harvest festival 
today led by our brilliant Mini Vinnies and to all who were 
able to donate tins for the SVP food bank. Your 
generosity is appreciated and will help many people.  
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Rosary Day 
 
The children took part in our Rosary day in advance of the 
feast day of Our Lady of the Rosary on Saturday. We will be 
celebrating the Rosary throughout the month of October and 
all the children received a set of Rosary Beads. It was lovely 
to see so many of our family members join us for a special 
collective worship.  
 
 
Curriculum year group meetings 
 
Thank you to all who have attended or watched the 
curriculum meetings for Year 1, Year 2 and Year 5. If you 
wish to catch up on parent meetings, these they can be 
seen on the school website. The Year 5 one will be added 
asap.  
 
 
 
 
 

Sacramental preparation – from Father Michael 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
  
I just wanted to update you all about the plans for sacramental preparation this academic year (2023-24). 
Given the large numbers we are dealing with in the Parish of Our Lady of Kirkstall and after discussion with 
the team of catechists we are going to return to the model that will be familiar to most of you, although the 
sacramental preparation for confirmation will be a bit different this year. We can't yet provide you with exact 
dates and how to enrol etc but we hope to do so in the next few weeks. In summary this means:  
  

1. For current year 3 children (and older) who have not made their 1st reconciliation or confession, 
the sacramental preparation will begin around the beginning of Lent 2024 (possibly slightly before) 
with the dates to be confirmed soon.  

2. For current year 4 children (and older) who are preparing for 1st Holy Communion (and who have 
made their 1st reconciliation already), the sacramental preparation will begin after Easter (dates to 
be confirmed soon) with the celebrations for 1st Holy Communion taking place on a weekend in June 
(exact date tbc) as per last year  

3. For current year 5 children who would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation the plan is to 
enrol/begin sessions towards the end of this current academic year aiming for the celebration of the 
sacrament in the first term of year 6 (i.e. around November 2024).   

4. For current year 6 children who would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, the 
sacramental preparation will be done during the already timetabled monthly sessions, starting 
on 19th November (NB. the October 15th session is now cancelled) with the last session taking 
place in April and the celebration of Confirmation shortly after in April/May 2024.  

The main thing therefore to note right now is that unless your child is in year 6 and wants to prepare for the 
sacrament of confirmation you no longer need to attend the monthly catechesis sessions. Thank you all for 
your patience and understanding!  
  
God bless  
  
Fr Michael   
Parish Priest  
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Ready Steady Read 

To celebrate and encourage a lifelong love of reading at home and school, we are running a week-long 
sponsored reading challenge between Monday 2nd October and Sunday 8th October. 

The project is being organised in conjunction with Usborne and all the money raised will go towards brand 
new books for our school. In addition to the sponsorship money, Usborne will also donate up to 60% of the 
total raised in extra free books to the school. This means that for every £600 raised we will get an extra 
£360 in free Usborne books! 

Please help us to enhance our reading resources for pupils by encouraging your child to spend a small 
amount of time each day either reading to themselves, to others, or being read to. They can read books, 
comics, magazines, newspapers, menus, websites, recipes, poems, leaflets, instructions – anything with 
words! Listening to audiobooks or to stories read by an adult also counts towards their total minutes read. 

Children can return their reading log, sponsorship form and sponsorship money to their class teacher as 
soon as they have completed the Ready Steady Read challenge. Please ensure we have received these by 
Monday 16th October. 

We will award all those who participate with a special certificate, and those in each class who have read for 
the greatest amount of minutes, or who have raised the most amount of sponsorship money throughout the 
seven day challenge, will be announced and celebrated in our celebration assembly. Those who take on 
our sponsored reading challenge will also be given the opportunity to select the books which will be 
purchased for their own classroom. 

We look forward to having lots more books for your child to read, share and enjoy! 

 
Reception phonics meeting  
 
On Thursday 12th October Reception parents are invited to join Miss Roberts for the Reception parent’s 
phonics meeting at 3.30pm in the Reception classroom.  
 
 

 

Parent’s Evening  

Parent’s Evening will be held on Tuesday 24 October 4 - 6.30pm and Thursday 26 October 4 – 6.30pm in 
the school hall. Booking will open on Monday 9th October 2023 from 7.30am via the link below.  

https://stmaryshorsforth.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

A guide on how to use the booking system is also attached to the newsletter. 

 
 

https://stmaryshorsforth.schoolcloud.co.uk/


NEWSLETTER – 6 October 2023 

 
 



NEWSLETTER – 6 October 2023 

 

 
 

Headteacher Awards         Virtue Awards – Thankfulness 
 

 
      Headteacher Awards              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Please note changes or additions in red. *denotes parents welcome 
 
October 
 
Monday 9   Year 6 Residential  
Thursday 12 3.30pm Reception phonics workshop for parents* 
Friday   13 9.30am  Year 4 and Year 1 Mass in church* 
Wednesday 18 9.30am Year 6 Leeds United Primary Choices  
Thursday 19 9.15am Year 3 class assembly* 
Tuesday 24 4.00 – 6.30pm Parents Evening* 
Wednesday 25 9.15am Year 4 class assembly* 
Wednesday 25 2.00pm Reception stay and play session* 
Thursday 26 4.00 – 6.30pm Parents Evening* 
Thursday 26   School closes 
Friday  27   Training Day 

Parish News 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS AFTERNOON  

A Christmas Crafts afternoon will be held in Holy Name Church Hall on Saturday, 14 October from 2- 
4.30pm, in aid of the Catholic, primary school being built in Nekemte, Western Ethiopia, by Father Melaku 
(Verona Fathers/Comboni Missionaries), based in Horsforth. Tickets: £5 for adults and £3 for children aged 
5-11. Materials and refreshments included. Tickets on sale after all Masses this weekend. Places are 
necessarily limited; please buy your tickets as soon as possible to support the children of Ethiopia. Any 
queries, please phone Stef Howard on 0113 225 3474.  

SUNDAY MASSES (Saturday Vigil)  
 
Holy Name 6.30pm  
St. Mary’s 8.15am 
Holy Name  9.00am 
Assumption  9.45am  
St Mary’s  11.00am 
Holy Name  11.15am  

Reception – Ellie Mae A 
 

Year 1 – Sienna B 
 

Year 2 – Jack Y 
 

Year 3 – Betty T 
 

Year 4 – Ayden Y 
 

Year 5 – Arthur T 
 

Year 6 – Rosie T 

Reception – Aoife M & Charles D 
 

Year 1 – Ruby T & Ernie E 
 

Year 2 – Jasmine L & Harrison S 
 

Year 3 – Olive S & Alexander TF 
 

Year 4 – Leonardo Z & Nina A 
 

Year 5 – Freya W & Alanna D 
 

Year 6 – Zachary J & Evie I 


