
 

St. Mary’s Horsforth Catholic Voluntary Academy - 
Homework Policy 
 
 
 
Rationale  
 
At St Mary’s we believe that effective education requires a partnership between school, parents and the 

parish.  We believe children benefit greatly from the mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging 

them to learn both at home and at school. Homework is an important way of establishing and developing a 

successful dialogue between teachers and parents. We believe also that homework is one of the ways in 

which children can also acquire the skill of independent learning. 

 

We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development.  Whilst 

homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-school clubs 

and organisations. We are aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they 

develop their skills, interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum use 

of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school. 

 

Purpose of Homework  
 

We believe that a strong partnership between school and home is at the heart of successful education. 

Regular, well-planned homework can: 

 

 Develop an effective partnership between home and parents and other carers in pursuing the aims of 

the school. 

 Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy. 

 Exploit the resources for learning at home. 

 Extend school based learning. 

 Encourage children as they grow older to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study 

on their own. 

 

Types of Homework 
 

At St Mary’s we provide a range of homework that is linked to the age of the child. Younger children complete 

simple tasks in collaboration with parents that involve learning spellings, shared reading and number work.  

These tasks encourage parents and carers to be actively involved in their child’s learning.   As the children 

progress through school they will benefit from a wider range of tasks that enable them to prepare for entry to 

Secondary School.  These tasks will increasingly be completed independently and provide an opportunity for 

children to develop the skills of independent learning.   

 

 

 



 

Amount of Homework 
 

The amount of homework that children receive increases as they progress through the School, in line with 

DFEE guideline (1998). 

 

Key Stage One:  1 hour per week  

10 minutes reading per night; weekly spellings; a weekly 10 minutes literacy or numeracy task 

 

Lower Key Stage Two: 1 ½ hours per week 

15 minutes reading per night; weekly spellings; a weekly 20 minutes literacy, numeracy or topic task 

 

Upper Key Stage Two: 2 ½ hours per week 

20 minutes reading per night; spellings; two 20 minutes weekly literacy, numeracy or topic task  

 

A balance of weekly tasks will be set throughout the year. 

 

The Role of School 
 

Each Class teacher will: 

 

 Provide a clear timetable for children’s pattern of homework 

 Indicate clear expectations for homework activities including presentation and levels of support 

required 

 Ensure homework is manageable for children and parents 

 Ensure homework tasks are meaningful and linked to current class based work 

 Give feedback to children following completed homework (either verbal or written) 

 Provide a homework book and reading diary for each child 

 Monitor children’s homework to ensure tasks are completed 

 Inform a child’s parent or carer if his/her homework is consistently incomplete 

 

The Role of Parents 
 

Parents and carers are encouraged to: 

 

 Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which children can do their homework 

 Make it clear to children that they value homework and support the school in how it can help their 

learning 

 Encourage children and praise them when they have completed homework 

 Provide feedback in the child’s reading diary or homework book when they feel it necessary 

 Initial completed homework in the homework book or reading diary 

 Contact the class teacher if they are unsure of homework expectations 

 

 



 

Pupils with Special Educational Needs 
 

Homework is set for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to 

the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can 

contribute in a positive way. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 

All teaching and support staff at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, 

irrespective of gender, ability, ethnic origin and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum 

and make the greatest possible progress.  All children have equal access to homework. Day to day 

monitoring of the Homework Policy and the provision of equal opportunities is the responsibility of the class 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


