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St Mary’s Horsforth Catholic Voluntary Academy 
Homework Policy 
 
 

Rationale  
 
At St Mary’s, we believe that effective education requires a partnership between school, parents and the 
parish. We believe children benefit greatly from the mutual support of parents and teachers in 
encouraging them to learn both at home and at school.  
 
We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development.  
Whilst homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in a wide range of out-of-
school and extra-curricular activities. We believe children develop their skills, interests and talents to the 
fullest when they are encouraged to dive headfirst into the experiences and opportunities that are 
available to them. 
 
 

The Purpose of Homework  
 
We believe that a strong partnership between school and home is at the heart of successful education. 
Homework is an important way of establishing and developing a successful dialogue between teachers 
and parents. We believe also that homework is one of the ways in which children can also acquire the 
skill of independent learning. Regular, well-planned homework can develop an effective partnership 
between home and school, consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, extend children’s school-
based learning and encourage children as they grow older to develop the self-discipline needed to study 
on their own. 
 
 

Types of Homework 
 
 

• Reading: independent, shared or paired reading, with possible suggestions to reinforce 
comprehension and understanding of texts as children progress through school. 

• Weekly spellings and vocabulary development: learning sounds and spellings, and activities to 
apply taught spelling rules and patterns. 

• Maths mental strategies and rapid recall: learning number facts and practice of calculation, 
including problem solving, multiplication tables and number bonds. 

• Occasional open-ended and creative home learning projects involving research into an aspect of 
the curriculum as preparation for, extension to, or consolidation of work carried out in class. 

• Access to online platforms which support learning, such as Purple Mash and Times Table Rock 
Stars. (TTRS) 

 
 

The Role of School 
 
Each class teacher will:  
 

• Ensure homework is manageable for children and parents. 

• Ensure homework tasks are meaningful and linked to current class based work.  

• Ensure homework meets the individual needs of the children. The nature, type and amount of 
homework will vary according to the age and ability of the pupil.  

• Ensure homework is consistently given.  

• Provide additional support to parents who require it. 

• Make recommendations for additional work, if requested. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

The Role of Parents 
 
At St Mary’s, we recognise the importance of developing a sound partnership between parents 
and children with reference to children’s learning. Parents and carers are encouraged to: 
 

• Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which children can do their homework. 

• Read regularly with children and return books and reading records on the required day.  

• Encourage children to access TTRS to practice their times tables.  

• Practice spellings on a regular basis.  

• Make it clear to children that they value homework and support the school in how it can help their 
learning. 

• Encourage children and praise them when they have completed homework. 

• Contact the class teacher if they are unsure of homework expectations or if they require any 
additional support or recommendations. 

 
 

Pupils with Special Educational Needs 
 
Homework is set for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are 
appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so 
that all children can contribute in a positive way. 
 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 
All teaching and support staff at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all 
pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnic origin and social circumstances, have access to the whole 
curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. All children have equal access to homework.  


