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Spiritual Reflection 
 

As we enter into the fourth week of Advent, we are given our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph to reflect upon.  Though our 

Blessed Mother was perfect, and St. Joseph was a deeply virtuous man, they were both still fully human and would have 

walked through Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus’ birth with every human emotion and experience. Both Mary and Joseph are 

wonderful models of faith and obedience.  They were obedient to the will of God despite the fact that the will of God drew 

them into an incredible and unfathomable mystery.  They were first-hand witnesses to the salvation of the world and to the 

greatest act ever known.  And they both embraced this mystery and accepted it in faith. 

Reflect, today, upon your own invitations from God to embrace the mysteries of life.  God’s ways are often more than we 

can comprehend and figure out.   

 

Dearest Mother Mary and Saint Joseph, pray for me that I may have the faith you both lived.  When questions arise in my 

heart, help me to respond generously to God as you did.  May I trust in all that God has spoken in imitation of each one of 

you.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 
Reception and Key Stage 1 nativities.  

How wonderful both nativities were! A huge thanks to the children, teachers and teaching assistants who created beautiful, 

reverent nativities. Thank you to all family members who came to watch the nativities, your kind feedback was very much 

appreciated. Many thanks to the PA too who kindly did the refreshments at all three performances. 

 

KS2 Carol concert 

A huge round of applause for the Key Stage 2 children and staff. The carol concert on Monday was absolutely wonderful 

with dancing, singing and acting, it completed a wonderful half term of preparing for the arrival of Christ. Many thanks to the 

family members who joined us, the church was packed. Many thanks for your kind donations for the MaryAnna and Peter’s 

Trust charities. We raised £275. Many thanks to the PA for providing refreshments at the carol concert.  

 

Christmas jumper day 

Many thanks for your generosity on Christmas jumper day, we raised £140 for Save the Children.  
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Staffing news 

Mrs Byrne will be leaving St Mary’s today following 10 happy and productive years. She has brought a huge amount to 

the school through her role as class teacher, member of the senior leadership team and English leader and we know you 

will join us in wishing her well in her new career as a Specialist Leader in Education for the Noctua teaching alliance.  

Mr Socha will be joining St Mary’s in January as the new Year 5 teacher and maths leader. He has had several days 

with the class in preparation and we’re sure he will be a welcome addition to our school.  

Mrs Middleton will be joining St Mary’s in January as the new teaching assistant in Year 5, she brings a huge amount of 

experience with her and we are sure you will join us in welcoming her to St Mary’s.  

 

Attendance certificates 

Following feedback at the behaviour policy parent’s forum and from children we no longer will give out attendance 

awards at the end of term as both parents and children felt they were unfair.  

 

Excellence certificates 

Today the first set of children to receive the excellence certificates, were awarded their certificates in celebration 

assembly by Mr McDonnell. At the end of each half term, children from each class, who have shown outstanding 

behaviour, are given a letter of recognition from the Academy Council to congratulate them on their conduct and an 

excellence certificate. Well done everyone! This replaces the half termly head teacher awards that parents and children 

fed back they didn’t think were fair as only two children were picked from each class.  
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School improvement priorities 

In October we wrote to you to share our priorities for this academic year. We would like to share our progress so far and 

keep you updated with our priorities.  

 

1)  Challenge in reading, writing and maths – Teachers have accessed high quality training in challenge across the 

curriculum and through learning walks, lesson observations and pupil feedback the majority of children feel challenged in 

their lessons. We will be asking the children how we can challenge them further in spring term. The children have fed 

back they enjoy teaching each other key skills and taking part in pre teaching groups. They also enjoy having autonomy 

over how to complete their tasks.  

2)  Embedding the virtues of Catholic Character Information – All classes have embedded circle time on a weekly basis 

where they focus on a specific virtue linked to our gospel reading. The children now have virtue awards and the school 

rules are linked to virtues. 100% of children like the virtue awards and feel proud of achieving the certificates. Through 

our new behaviour policy the children have enjoyed receiving Dojo points linked to the virtues too ensuring that 

throughout school, the children have a clear understanding of what good behaviour looks like in class and in the 

playground.  

3)  Creating a creative curriculum – Teachers and children have discussed what they would like the curriculum to look 

like. Suggestions have been more drama, ICT in all subjects, time for reflection on a daily basis, more trips and visitors, 

time spent on life skills such as finance, cooking and gardening. In spring term we will be asking parents for their 

feedback on what they would like their child to be learning in school. Year 4 and Year 6 are going to trial a creative 

curriculum in spring term with a focus on developing skills, promoting enjoyment of the wider curriculum and mental, 

physical and spiritual health.  

4)  Developing leadership in children through The Leader in Me - All teachers have now been trained in The Leader in Me 

and will be completing the training for leader in me with children in spring term; we will then roll this out with the children.  

5)  Improving communication with all stakeholders -  In autumn term we have had a range of events where parents have 

been invited into school such as maths parent workshops, advent workshops, parents evening, parent forums for the 

behaviour policy and homework policy. We have also invited parents who are unable to come to parent forums to 

complete questionnaires through Survey Monkey. This feedback has been very informative and we look forward to our 

next parent forum in on 22nd March at 9.15am on the Leader in Me. In spring term we have a number of events to 

support family members to support their children in spelling, punctuation and grammar, assessments and reading.  

15th January @ 3.30pm – Y6 SATs information evening. 

16th January @ 9.15am – KS2 spelling information session for parents.  

16th January @ 2.30pm – KS1 spelling information session for parents. 

17th January @ 3.30pm – Y2 SATs information evening.  

21st January @ 3.30pm – Y5 and Y6 SPaG parents’ meeting.  
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22nd January @ 3.30pm – Y4 and Y3 SPaG parents’ meeting. 

23rd January @ 3.30pm – Y1 and Y2 SPaG parents’ meeting.  

12th February @ 3.30pm – Y1 phonics information evening.  

18th March @ 3.30pm – Y1 and Y2 reading parents’ evening.  

19th March @ 3.30pm – Y3 and Y4 reading parents’ evening. 

21st March @ 3.30pm – Y5 and Y6 reading parents’ evening – PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN DATE DUE TO 

RESIDENTIAL.  

21st March @ 3.30pm – Reception reading parents’ evening.  

22nd March @ 9.15pm – 7 habits and the leader in me - Parents Forum.  

The school calendar has received positive feedback as parents and carers have been able to plan ahead.  Please make 

sure your 2019 diaries and calendars have all our dates in.  

 

Homework policy 

In spring term following the parents’ forum and feedback from children we will trial a new homework policy, more feedback 

to follow in the New Year.  

 

Behaviour policy 

Please could we ask you to follow this link and simply say yes or no to the new behaviour policy that we have trialled for 

the last 4 weeks. The question we have asked is, is the new behaviour policy working well for your child?  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P9G8DNL  

The children have been asked whether they like the new behaviour policy and 99% feel it is working well. Thank you in 

advance for your feedback.  

 

And finally … 

May all the staff at St Mary’s wish all our families a very Merry Christmas and a happy new year. We look forward to 

working with you in 2019. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P9G8DNL
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Diary dates 

 

Monday 7th January 

 School opens. 

 

Friday 11th January  

 Whole school mass at 9:30am – parents and carers welcome.  

 

Monday 14th January  

 World Faith week.  

 

Tuesday 15th January 

 Y6 SATs information evening at 3:30pm 

 Admission deadline Reception 2019.  

 

Wednesday 16th January 

 KS2 spelling information session for parents at 9:15am- led by Miss Wood – English leader.  

 KS1 spelling information session for parents at 2:30pm led by Miss Wood – English leader.  

 

Thursday 17th January 

 Y2 SATs information evening at 3:30pm  

 

Friday 18th January 

 Parent drop in for World Faith week at 3:15pm 

 PA non uniform day. 
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      Headteacher’s Award 

Awarded for outstanding piece of work or 

behaviour, dedication, positive attitude, caring 

etc. 

      YR – Freya W & Delia P 

       Y1 – Evie D & Sam D    

       Y2 – Alex S & Quentin W    

                    Y3 – Darcy C & Hannah P    

                     Y4 – Orrin M & Abigail T    

                     Y5 – Eloise D & Jeremiah S    

                     Y6 – Luke F & Emilie M    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      Virtue Award 

       

      YR – Isobel S    

       Y1 – Skyla S    

       Y2 – Celeste O-W    

                    Y3 – Layla R    

                     Y4 – Lauren C    

                     Y5 – Kieran H    

                     Y6 – Anna V & Anna C    
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