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Reflection 

For those whose mothers and grandmothers are still alive - cherish them today. Hug and kiss them. 

Honour them. Thank them. For those whose mothers have gone home to the Lord, remember them. 

For all who bear the name Christian, the name of our eternal family, let us also honour the Mother of 

the Lord today. Her maternal care for Jesus still embraces all those who are joined to Him, as 

members of His Body, by that great new birth of Baptism.  Finally, let us ask the Lord to open our 

eyes, and our hearts, to come to more fully understand the great mystery and gift of the Church as 

our Mother. Let us live our lives as Christians, by living in the heart of Mother Church, for the sake of 

the world into which we are sent to bear the Good News. 

Parent Forum - Leader in me 

The children led a fantastic forum on the Leader in me last Friday, sharing the language of the 7 

habits such as beginning with the end in mind and filling each other's emotional bank account. If you'd 

like to find out more, a PDF of the PowerPoint is available on the website under the parents tab and 

Leader in me. The staff have now completed their training in the Leader in me and in summer term 

will continue to begin to embed the language of the 7 habits and showcase different activities. In 

September we will start the school year with a two week focus on the Leader in me, following this we 

will have a weekly Leader in me session as we support the children to become leaders and prepare 

them for 21st century life.  

 

Almsgiving 

Many thanks for donations for Comic Relief where we raised  £138.90  and CAFOD family fast day 

where we raised £70. Huge thanks for the large amount of Mother’s Day presents that were donated 

and to the PA for facilitating the selling and wrapping of these. As we continue to raise money for the 

Good Shepherd Appeal, children are asked to bring in Smartie tubes filled with 20 pences by Friday 

5th April and on Thursday 4th April children are asked to wear their crazy socks for the Bambisanani 

Sock appeal. Children are asked to bring £1 to donate on this day. This can be wearing odd socks, 

patterned socks, and novelty socks with their normal school uniform.  

 

Easter Egg Raffle 

Easter egg raffle tickets will be on sale daily next week in the children’s classes. The tickets are 20p 

each. The raffle will be drawn on Tuesday 23rd April.  

 



 

 
 

 

Book Fair 

A huge thank you to all who could come to the Book Fair, in total it raised £535.35 of which we 

receive £261 to spend on books.  

 

Clubs  

Clubs for next term will be sent out next week. There will be no clubs in the first week back after 

Easter. Clubs will begin the week beginning 29th April.  

 

A busy week in school 

It has been another very busy week this week beginning with Year 4 starting their preparation for First 

Holy Communion at mass on Sunday. The children's behaviour and reverence was exemplary and 

members of the congregation commented on this. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare 

for this sacrament. Reception went on a class trip to Thornton Hall Farm where they saw alpacas, 

lambs, goats and even a huge snake. The children's behaviour was superb and it was a pleasure for 

the teachers to take the children on this trip. Many thanks to the children of Year 1 for their excellent 

class assembly around Mother's Day. They did a fantastic job and it was wonderful to see so many 

family members able to attend. We also had the Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Easter workshops 

where again we were overwhelmed with how many family members were able to attend and we have 

had excellent feedback as to how much family members enjoyed the activities and how well behaved 

the children were. Year 4 went to the Town Hall for Piano Fantasia which is designed to give Year 4 

pupils a curriculum enhancing experience in an iconic Leeds venue. Once again their behaviour was 

excellent and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Finally we had our Mother's Day assembly and 

Good Shepherd Fundraiser today. Huge thanks for all who were able to attend. On Saturday the Year 

3 children will take part in Reconciliation, we're sure they will do this reverently and calmly and we 

look forward to family members joining us for mass at 10am. A huge thank you to all the staff who 

make the above possible. 

 

Parents Evening 

Next week we have our spring term parents evening where we look forward to sharing how well your 

children are doing in school. As agreed from the last parent evening feedback, we will ensure we give 

you information as to your child's wellbeing and engagement as in the October survey 85% of parents 

felt this was extremely important.  On both nights, we would like to get your feedback as to a new 

report format for this year. There is a choice of two formats that will be on display and we will ask you 

to vote for the version you prefer. We would also like your feedback on developing our curriculum. 

The children and teachers have been asked what they think children should be learning in class and 

gave a range of answers such as baking, gardening, first aid. There will be flip charts in all 

classrooms where we would love to know from you what you would like your child to be learning as 

we look to develop the wider curriculum.  

 



 

 
 

School improvement priorities 

In December we wrote to you to update you on our priorities for this academic year. We would like to 

share our progress since then and keep you updated with our priorities.  

1. Challenge in reading, writing and maths – Teachers continue to embed this in their teaching 

following high quality training in English and after Easter we will have some training from the 

White Rose Maths Hub looking at teaching mastery in maths. Feedback from children is that 

they are challenged in classes and that they like to feel challenged as they know they're 

always getting better. This links with our drive on resilience and the Leader in Me program.  

2. Embedding the virtues of Catholic Character Information – We continue to specifically teach 

the virtues through weekly circle time and focusing on virtues through collective worship and 

the Virtues Awards and have made links to the Leader in Me program.  

3. Creating a creative curriculum – As above, we would like to get your feedback on what you 

think children should be learning about in school. Throughout school children have taken part 

in Leader in me sessions and Mind, Body and Soul sessions on a daily basis. These have 

had a positive impact on behaviour for learning. Y4 and Y6 have continued to introduce 

elements of the wider curriculum and Y5 have trialled child led topics. Mental health week, 

Science week and World Book Day have had a very positive effect on the curriculum 

improving creativity throughout school with drama, art, investigations, yoga and a climbing 

wall experience. The aim next year is rather than have specific weeks, this creative approach 

will be weaved into the curriculum throughout the year.   

4. Developing leadership in children through The Leader in Me - All children have been trialling 

activities such as using proactive language, setting goals, filling their emotional bank 

accounts, beginning with the end in mind and synergising. They are beginning to use the 

language associated with the Leader in Me and we will continue to embed this next half term 

before launching it officially in September.  

5. Improving communication with all stakeholders - In spring term we have had a number of 

events for parents such as  Y2 and Y6 SATs information evening, KS1 and KS2 spelling 

information session for parents, SPaG parents’ meeting, Y1 phonics information 

evening, reading parents’ evening and 7 habits and the leader in me - Parents Forum. All 

feedback has been very positive and parents have felt that it has helped parents support their 

children. These have been well attended but some parents have asked us to group the 

sessions. For example, in Year 2 have reading and SPaG on the same night so there are less 

parent meetings. We will look into this for the next academic year. We have also asked for 

feedback for the homework policy via Survey Monkey. From the last parent's evening, the 

majority of parents felt it would be useful to meet the new class teacher in summer term. On 

Monday 15th July, parents are invited to join their children for a session in their new class 

from 9.15 - 10am. Please make a note of key dates that are published in the newsletter and 

diary dates each week as well as in the annual calendar.   



 

 
 

 
 

Class Photos 

Reception and Year 6 class photos will be in school by the middle of next week. Can we remind 

parents to return their orders for the class photo by Wednesday 24th April.  

Headteacher’s Award 

 

YR- Whole Class 

Y1-  Whole Class & Phoebe B & 

Joseph E 

Y2-  Abigail R & Quentin W 

Y3- Nicola A & Bess H 

Y4- Ronan M & Emily G 

Y5- Lucia F & Freya C 

Y6- Nikita W & Zara H 

Virtue Award - Kindness 

 

YR- Jackson T 

Y1- Lauren S 

Y2- Liam Mc 

Y3- Aisling H 

Y4- Michael A 

Y5- Francesca I 

Y6- Anabelle D 



 

 
 

  

Diary Dates 

 

1st April @ 2pm Y5 and Y6 Easter workshop 

1st April Easter egg raffle tickets go on sale 

2nd April @ 2pm Y3 and Y4 Easter production 

2nd April @ 5pm – 7.30pm Parents’ Evening 

3rd April @ 2pm Y3 and Y4 Easter workshop 

4th April @ 9.15am Y5 Class Assembly 

4th April Crazy socks day £1 to be donated to the socks for South Africa Appeal.  

4th April @ 4pm – 6.30 Parents’ Evening 

5th April @ 9.30am Whole school mass 

5th April Last day to return Smarties tubes filled with 20p for charity.  

5th April School closes for Easter 

23rd April School re-opens 

23rd April – Easter egg raffle 

26th April @ 9.30am Whole school mass 

2nd May - Open the Book Assembly 

6th May – Bank Holiday 

8th May @ 9.15am Y3 class assembly 

13th May – Y6 SATs week 

16th May @ 2.15pm Reception stay and play 

17th May @ 11am Y6 & Y2 class mass in school 

 

Please note change of date - Thursday 20th June at 9.15am 

Following feedback from parents at the First Holy Communion meeting, Year 4’s First Holy Communion class assembly 

has been moved to Thursday 20th June at 9.15am. Please note this change of date in your diaries.  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


