
YEAR 5 SPRING 1  
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Important Days 

Monday: 

Literacy homework given out. 

Spellings for the week. 

Wednesday: 

PE kit required 

Literacy homework due in. 

Maths homework given out. 

Thursday 

Musical instruments for those 
who have lessons. 

Friday: 

Maths homework due in. 

Important Dates: 

 

Wed 25 Jan - Theatre trip to see 

     Leo in Peter Pan. 

Fri 10 Feb - School closes for 

     Half term. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year, and welcome back after the holidays.  I hope you all had an 
enjoyable Christmas and New Year and you are ready for the half term ahead. Mrs 
Stafford and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the generous gifts 
and cards you sent in before Christmas. It is very much appreciated.  

As we enjoyed our last Science topic so much, we extended this to the end of the 
Autumn term! This means, therefore, that this term Year 5 will start their new topic 
learning about ‘Forces’. We will also be starting a new topic learning about The 
Victorians. We appreciate that the children did study some aspects of the Victorians 
in Year 3, therefore this year we will be concentrating more on local history and the 
inventions during the Victorian era as well as crime and punishment.  

We also have the exciting trip to see Leo at the theatre to look forward to (letter to 
follow shortly). 

Year 5 will be supported in their learning again this term by Star Skills Coaching 
Academy who will be delivering PE lessons on Wednesday afternoons and also Mrs 
Stafford who will support the children each morning and deliver RE sessions on 
Tuesday afternoons. Mrs Wilson will continue to teach Spanish each week too.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. 

 Mrs Byrne 
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Year 5 Topics  

 In history will be learning about the Victorians; where this 
period fits into our history timeline; Victorian inventions; local 
Victorian architecture and crime and punishment 

 In RE we will be studying Inspirational people. 

 Our work in literacy will link nicely into our history topic as we 
are  reading a number of books with Victorian settings and 
characters.  

 In maths we will be continuing work on written and mental 
methods, particularly for multiplication and division which will 
help us with our work on Fractions. 

 In science the children will be starting their new topic on 
forces, looking at: gravity, air resistance, water resistance and 
friction.  



Homework 

To ensure the children reach their full potential it is vital homework is completed. If your child 

does not complete their homework for the day required, they will be expected to stay in during 

their playtime to complete the task set. 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes 

per night.  Children can change their reading book as often as 

they would like, but at least once a week please. Once each half 

term a reading book activity will be set as part of the English 

homework for that week.  

Spellings/handwriting:  This half term we will continue to 

spend time in class revising spelling rules and looking at multi-

sensory ways of learning and remembering spellings. The 

children will be tested regularly in class, therefore, and will be 

given a list of spellings each week to learn. This will also be 

linked to our new cursive handwriting which will be practised 

every day. 

Maths: this half term we will be continuing our mental maths test each week to incorporate 

mental strategies for working out calculations as well as times tables. Please encourage your child to 

practise their times tables on a regular basis to support them with this learning. 

Written Homework:  This will be given out on a Monday to be returned on a Wednesday and on a 

Wednesday to be returned on a Friday.  This task should take about 20 minutes and is completed in a 

homework book.  You may notice this half term we have started with a speaking and listening project 

which will replace the normal weekly homework until the end of January.  

Parental Assistance 

Please can you :  

*Support your child 
with their homework.  

*Read together as a 
family. 

*Ensure your child 
knows their times tables 
well.  

* Ensure your child brings a water 
bottle to school each day.  

Home Access 

Remember to log onto Bug Club 

for extra reading and writing 

activities. 

For Maths fun, use Mathletics 

and the White Rose Maths Hub. 

School meal choices can be  found at; 

http://www.stmaryshorsforth.org/page.php?

id=1676 


