
 

 

 

 

 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Reading books changed 

(2 books)  

Tuesday 

PE  

Friday: 

PE  

Reading books changed 

(1 book)  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This half term is action packed as we learn all about “Growing”. We are very egg-

cited about the arrival of the eggs in class. They are currently in the incubator and 

we have just 19 days to go before they start to hatch. Robert from Meanwood 

Valley Farm will come back soon to candle the eggs so that the children can see 

them grow inside the shell. The children are also enjoying our Jack and the 

Beanstalk role play, farm small-world and challenge activities. Please post 

observations of your child’s achievements on Tapestry and we would love to hear 

about any growing or seasonal  activities you might be doing at home.  

Year R will continue to be supported in their learning by Mrs Pollock, Mr Tatham 

and Mrs Shepherd (PPA cover), who will teach them on a Tuesday afternoon.  

We encourage you to use Active Learn and Mathletics at home and keep working on 

high frequency words.  

We have tried to respond to parental feedback by increasing the curriculum 

information on these newsletters. If you have any further questions, please do not 

hesitate to ask. Many thanks, 

Mrs Beirne (Class teacher)  
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YEAR R SPRING 2 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2017 

Important Dates 

 23/2/17- School Photographs  

 1/3/17– Ash Wednesday 

 2/3/17– World Book Day 

Dressing up! 

 Parent Consultation 

Evenings– 15/3/17 and 

16/3/17 

 23/3/17–Skelton Grange Trip 

 23/3/17– Talent Assembly 

 31/3/17– Break for Easter .  

  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://uk.mathletics.com/files/2015/07/Mathletics-Logo-350px.png&imgrefurl=http://uk.mathletics.com/&docid=CvFYBZwQAMPPJM&tbnid=5bX4rXORpIbLDM:&w=350&h=248&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjyjvDM-


  

  

  

 

Phonics and Literacy  

This half term we will be focusing on 

traditional tales. Our focus texts are Jack and 

the Beanstalk, Chicken Licken and The 

Enormous Turnip. We will also be looking at 

non-fiction texts about chicks and seeds 

growing into plants. We will also be working 

on listening skills by hearing stories without 

pictures or props. 

In phonics we are working on Phase 3 of 

Floppy’s Phonics. This includes the consonant 

and vowel diagraphs.  

In writing, the children continue to work to 

use their phonic knowledge to write in a pre- 

cursive script. They are also learning how to 

write phase 2 and 3 tricky words.   

Mathematics 

In Number, the children will be focusing on 

numbers to 20 and developing their 

understanding of teen numbers. We will be 

learning how to estimate and count to check. 

We will continue to develop calculation skills 

using objects and quantities. This term we will 

be focusing on counting on and back to find 

the answer.  

In Shape, Space and Measure we are 

exploring 3D shapes and developing an 

understanding of time.  We continue to 

consolidate our learning from last half term 

(money and weight) in the role play 

supermarket and post office.  

 

PSED  

 In our weekly circle time sessions we will be 

following the SEAL programme “It’s Good to 

be me”. This topic links closely with our 

work in religious education. The theme is 

about understanding our feelings as well as 

considering our strengths and weaknesses 

as learners. It aims to develop knowledge, 

understanding and skills in three key social 

and emotional aspects of learning: self-

awareness, managing feelings and empathy. 

Physical Development  

We will be continuing to develop fine motor 

and gross skills through our daily play outside 

and in the classroom.  

In addition we will have 2 sessions of PE each 

week. We will be focusing on ball skills with 

throwing, catching and bouncing large balls. 

In gymnastics this half term we are learning 

about balance and shape.   

 

Growing Topic  

This half term, through practical hands-on experiences, we 

will be learning about growth. We will be learning all about 

the life cycle of Hens as part of the Chick Incubation Project. 

The children will see first-hand how eggs grow into chicks. 

They will also be growing beans in class and observing the 

seeds turn into plants and recording their growth. Our focus 

texts in literacy link to our theme and we will be using 

drama, role play and music to enhance our learning. We will 

also be visiting Skelton Grange on 23rd  March for the day to 

explore Springtime.  

 

RE 

This half term, the children will be learning about joy and 

sorrow. The children will begin to understand that we are 

capable of hurting others and that we should always try 

to be kind to each other. They will learn that we can say 

sorry when we hurt someone but we need to ask Jesus to 

help us to do this. They will also begin to learn that Jesus 

forgave those who hurt him and know that we can forgive 

other people when they hurt us.    
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