
 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5 SPRING 2 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2017 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Literacy homework given out. 

Spellings for the week. 

Wednesday: 

PE kit required 

Literacy homework due in. 

Maths homework given out. 

Thursday 

Musical instruments for those 

who have lessons. 

Friday: 

Maths homework due in. 

  

 “ 

Important Dates 

1/3/17– Ash Wednesday Mass 

– 9.30am 

2/3/17– World Book Day 

Dressing up! 

3/3/17 – year 5/6 Hockey 

festival 

14/2/17 – Year 5/6 Tag rugby 

festival  

Parent Consultation Evenings– 

15/3/17 (4-8pm) 

    16/3/17 (4-6.30pm) 

 23/3/17– Talent Assembly 

 31/3/17– Break for Easter 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Another busy half term ahead! Please see the reverse of the newsletter for more detailed 
information about the areas we will be studying in Year 5. 
 
With regards to the ‘tests’ that the children carried out before half term, I would like to reassure 
parents that these are end of year expectations for Year 5. As I explained to the children, there 
are lots of areas that they were tested on that we still haven’t covered yet this year. I know it 
seems silly and unfair testing the children on these things but it gives me a good indication of 
where we are and it will inform my planning and teaching for the rest of the year. Taking this 
into account, I am happy that the children performed well in these tests and as expected.  
 
We will be promoting the use of ‘Mathletics’ this half term to support the children’s learning in 
core areas of maths. This will also feed into set tasks on ‘Mathletics’ to be performed at home. 
Please let me know if your child cannot access the internet /’Mathletics’ at home so that I can 
arrange for alternative tasks to be set.  
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Mrs Byrne. 
 

 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

is Homework 

To ensure the children reach their full potential it is vital homework is completed. If your child does not 

complete their homework for the day required, they will be expected to stay in during their playtime to 

complete the task set. 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night.  Children can change their 

reading book as often as they would like, but at least once a week please. Once each half term a 

reading book activity will be set as part of the English homework for that week.  

Spellings/handwriting:  this half term we will continue to spend time in class revising spelling rules and 

looking at multi-sensory ways of learning and remembering spellings. The children will be tested 

regularly in class and will be given a list of spellings each week to learn. This will also be linked to our 

cursive handwriting which will be practised every day. 

Maths: this half term we will be continuing our mental maths test each week to incorporate mental 

strategies for working out calculations as well as times tables. Please encourage your child to practise 

their times tables on a regular basis to support them with this learning. The children will also be 

encouraged to use ‘Mathletics’ both at home and at school which will provide extra practice for some of 

these basic strategies.  

Written Homework:  This will be given out on a Monday to be returned on a Wednesday and on a 

Wednesday to be returned on a Friday.  This task should take about 20 minutes and is completed in a 

homework book.   



  

  

  

 

English 

This half term the children will be continuing to 

read ‘Street Child’ which is linked to their work 

on the Victorians. They will be using their skills 

of prediction, inference and deduction to 

inform their understanding of the text. They will 

be completing a number of different writing 

tasks including: letters and diary entries  

(putting themselves into the role of a character 

from the story); a biography about Dr. 

Barnardo; a non-chronological report  about the 

work that the Dr. Barnardo charity carries out.  

Mathematics 

In Maths, Year 5 will be continuing to focus on 

fractions, decimals and percentages. The 

children will be concentrating on comparing 

and ordering fractions; reading and writing 

decimals as fractions; reading, writing and 

comparing numbers with up to three decimal 

places and solving problems which require 

knowledge of percentage and decimal 

equivalents of fractions. We will also be 

practising all the times tables up to 12 x 12 

using a number of games and methods.  

 

Computing 

Our focus for ICT this half term is to create our own ‘news 

report’. This unit will enable the children to:  

 Use search technologies correctly 

 Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range 

of digital devices. 

 Create their own news report using I can animate 

software. 
 

 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘Reconciliation.’ The 
children will be looking at the importance of praying for 
forgiveness when we sin and asking God to forgive us 
through the ministry of the Church, in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.   

 

Science 

 In Science Year 5 will be completing their work 

on Forces before moving on to study 

Properties and changes of materials. The 

children will be carrying out a number of 

investigations using the results to inform 

further fair tests and explaining and drawing 

conclusions.  

History  

Our focus this half term is going to be on The 

Victorians. We will be concentrating on local 

Victorian architecture in Leeds and Horsforth 

as well as continuing to study crime and 

punishment and how this has changed over 

time.  

PE 

 Year 5 will continue to have two PE lessons 

every week. One of these sessions will be led by 

Star Skills Coaching Academy followed by a 

session led by myself. The first session will be 

Dance, whereas the second session will be a 

mixture of hockey and tag-rugby in preparation 

for the competition festivals entered.  

 
 

 

 

The Year 5 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 4 

 

Music 

All the learning is focused around one song from Benjamin 

Britten’s Friday Afternoons: A Tragic Story. The children will be 

learning to listen and appraise before performing and sharing 

the song. 

DT 

Our focus this half term will be Bridges. Linked 

to the work of Isambard Kingdom Brunnel, the 

children will investigate bridge structures, 

design and write a detailed plan and then build 

a bridge, evaluating its effectiveness against 

original criteria.  


