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Important Days 

Monday 

Return reading books & 

sentence tins 

Tuesday 

PE  

Reading books home 

Wednesday   

                         PE  

Visit school Library 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back after half term, the children have all settled back into school 

really well. It is an exciting half term for the children as we start to get ready for 

their first Nativity at school. There is also a pantomime production, Advent 

workshop and Christmas jumper day as well as all the normal learning going on.  

Tapestry & Twitter: Thank you to everyone that added to your child’s account 

over half term; it was lovely to learn what exciting activities and learning was 

taking place. Please do add any news or family celebrations, that way we can 

share the photos with the class. At St Mary’s we use Twitter to keep parents 

involved in activities and we have our own Reception Class page on the website.  

Stay and Play: It was lovely to see so many people at ‘stay and play’ session and 

we will be holding the next one after Christmas.  

Advent workshop: This will take place on 3rd of December and a letter will be 

sent out near the time with further information and parent invites.  

 

Active Learn accounts: Within school we have an online a learning tool that 

parents can access at home to enjoy fun learning activities and reading books. 

Your Active Learn accounts will be set up shortly and passwords will be issued. 

 

I am supported by Mrs Caldwell every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

morning and Mrs Quinn on a Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday.  

Thank you for your continued support, Miss Roberts (Class teacher)  

  

Important Dates 

12.11.18 – Anti bullying 
week & Odd sock day 

16.11.18 – non-uniform 
day, Children in need 

22.11.18 – Maths 
parents workshop 
@3:30pm 

29.11.18 – Pantomime, 
Snow White (in school) 

3.12.18 –Advent work 
shop 

13.12.18 –Nativity 
performance @2:30pm 

14.12.18 – Christmas 
jumper day & 
Christmas lunch 

19.12.18 – Christmas 
party day (own clothes) 

21.12.18 – Whole 
school mass (Y4) & 
School closes 
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Phonics and Literacy  

This half term in phonics we will be introducing 

phase 3 sounds and tricky words, while still 

carrying on verbally making sentences to 

develop their understanding of sentence 

structures. We will be focusing on 

reading CVC words to increase our reading 

fluency. 

 

Within Literacy we will be making lists, cards 

and invitations to go with this half terms topic 

of ‘super heroes’ and ‘Christmas’. Our focus 

texts will be linked to the topic and will be 

‘Super Daisy’ and ‘Supertato Veggies 

Assemble’.  

 

We will continue to work on pencil grip, 

writing their names, letter formation and using 

their phonic knowledge to support them when 

segmenting and writing words. 

Mathematics 

In number, this half term the focus is on the 

concept of more and less introducing them to   

addition and subtraction. This will include 

concepts such as partitioning numbers into 

two groups and using the language of ‘how 

many altogether’. This will be through a 

combination of practical and written number 

sentences.  

 

In Shape, Space and Measure we are focusing 

on using everyday language for weight, length 

and height. The children will have a chance of 

practically undertaking this in the role play 

area in December as it will be set up as the 

Elves workshop.  

PSED  

We have a weekly circle time session and 

we will be linking the topic into the schools 

new weekly ‘virtues’ which are discussed 

each week in Monday’s main assembly.  

As a class, we constantly talk about feelings 

and how our actions might impact on a 

friend and how this might make them feel.  

We will continue to play team games to 

learn how to work cooperatively with 

different friends and develop a class 

community and family which links into this 

terms RE topic 

Physical Development  

Children will continue to have two PE lessons 

a week, working on getting changed 

independently. This half term we will start to 

work on ball skills which will help to support 

hand-eye coordination as well as gross motor 

skill.  

 

The children will also be practising their 

scissor skills and trying to follow lines with 

more accuracy.   

Topic: Super heroes and Christmas 

In the first part of this half term we are going to be focusing 

on super heroes, not the ones we see in comics but talking 

about people who look after us every day, such as nurses, 

police officers, dentists the people delivering mail. The role 

play area is going to be set up as a Post Office as they start 

to think about where their letters to Father Christmas go.  

In the second half of the term we will be thinking about the 

celebrations for Advent and preparations for Christmas. We 

will also be looking at the Jewish festival of Hanukkah and 

their special celebrations.  

RE 

This half term, the children will be learning about “God’s 

Family “. The children will be given opportunities to 

become aware that God made all the people in the world 

to be part of his family and that we are part of it too. 

 

They will learn that God made us to know and love him, 

as well as to show our love for him by helping one 

another. They will find out that God has given us gifts so 

that we can show his love to others. 
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