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Welcome back!  We are all excited about the new “Dinosaur” topic and lots of things 

have been planned for the children!  

We have a number of events for parents and carers this half term. Firstly we have an 

open classroom event to celebrate “Dinosaur Week” on 24th April.  Then on Thursday 

10th May Reception Class will be doing their first assembly!  Towards the end of term, 

we look forward to welcoming you into the classroom for a stay and play session on 

the 18th May.  

We have just received a special delivery of 30 live caterpillars that we will be looking 

after until they change into butterflies!  We will be releasing the butterflies, a few 

days after they emerge, near the end of term. Over the coming weeks I am sure you 

will hear all about their progress from your children.   

If you haven’t had a chance to do so already please try and make full use of Active 

Learn. This is a very useful and high quality resource and using it will improve your 

child’s reading.   

We recommend you sign up for Twitter and look on our Reception Class page for 

regular updates.  Thank you for using Tapestry and we welcome all your observations 

and comments. We would ask that all parents try to include some observations of 

your child which link to the use and application of Technology at home and/or your 

child’s out of school activities, interests or days out.   

This term the children continue to be supported by Mr Tatham all week.  On Tuesday 

afternoon Mrs Shepherd continues to teach the children Music.  If you have any 

questions please speak to a member of the Reception team.  

Many thanks, 

Mrs Beirne (Class teacher)  

Important Dates 

�  Friday 24th April - Open 

Classrooms for topic 

celebra:on.  

�  Monday 7th May Bank 

Holiday – no school. 

� Thursday 10th May - 

Recep:on Class Assembly @ 

2.30 and Ascension Mass.  

� Friday 18th May - Stay and 

Play 9- 9.30.  

� Friday 25th - Flowers for Our 

Lady.  

� Friday 25th May  - end of 

term.  
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Phonics and Literacy 

This half term we will be focusing on stories 

linked to our dinosaur topic. We will be reading 

lots of books about dinosaurs including Dear 

Dinosaur, Dinosaurs Love Underpants   and  

How to Grow a Dinosaur. 

 We will also focus on The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar when learning about butterflies. We 

will look closely at non-fiction texts about the 

life cycle of a butterflies.  

In phonics we continue to work on Phase 3 of 

Floppy’s Phonics. This includes the consonant 

and vowel diagraphs. We continue to work on 

comprehension skills when reading to increase 

our understanding.  

In writing, the children continue to work to use 

their phonic knowledge to write in a pre-

cursive script. We continue to learn how to 

read and write our tricky words.    

 

Mathematics 

In number we will be focusing on developing 

calculation skills by adding and subtracting 

single digit numbers. We will be focusing on 

counting on and back to find the answer. The 

children will also work on doubling, sharing 

and halving in practical contexts.  

In space, shape and measure the children will 

be focusing on time by ordering familiar events 

and learning o clock time.  

We have a role play gift shop in class which 

allows the children to develop their 

mathematical skills in their play. Our class 

provision is enhanced to help your child 

continue to develop their mathematical 

understanding. We continue to support 

children in deepening their understanding of 

measurement and shapes in their play.   

 

PSED  

We will be following the SEAL programme 

“Relationships”.  This theme explores 

feelings within the context of our important 

relationships including family and friends. 

The theme aims to develop knowledge, 

understanding and skills in three key social 

and emotional aspects of learning: self-

awareness, managing feelings and 

empathy. 

We will also be using the book dinosaur 

themed book Tyrannosaurus Drip to talk 

about difference and acceptance. 

 

Physical Development  

Children are increasingly independent getting 

ready for PE and outdoor play and now we are 

focusing on zips and buttons! We will be 

making full use of PE sessions working on the 

apparatus and movement. We will be creating 

a dance linked to the story of The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar.  

We will continue to work on our fine and 

gross motor skills through play inside and 

outside.  

“Dinosaurs Roar and Butterflies Soar” Topic    

This is a brand new topic to Reception! Reception children 

will be investigating dinosaurs and exploring science topics 

through this theme. Our role play is a “Dinosaur Lab” where 

the children can become palaeontologists! We also have a 

small world “Jurassic Park” and a “St Mary’s Dinosaur 

Museum Gift Shop.” 

 We will also be learning all about the life cycle of a butterfly 

as part of our Butterfly Project.  The children will see first-

hand how live caterpillars grow into Painted Lady butterflies.  

 

RE 

This half term, the children will be learning about 

“New Life”. Children will begin to understand that 

Jesus rose from the dead so we experience Easter joy. 

They will listen and respond to the story of Jesus 

appearing to Mary Magdalene and the disciples. They 

will learn the story of Jesus going back to his father in 

heaven.   Throughout the month of May we will be 

learning the “Hail Mary” prayer. 

We will continue to develop our understanding of 

other faiths by looking at Ramadan and Eid-ul-Fitr.  
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