
Winter 2015/2016 Newsletter  
Welcome to our Winter Newsletter! We would like to wish you and your students happy holidays! 
 
Schools of Sanctuary is a stream of City of Sanctuary aiming to:  
 
• Promote positive attitudes within schools communities around people seeking sanctuary 
• Support schools to take positive steps and be proud to be places of safety and inclusion 
• Recognize and celebrate schools welcoming and supporting people seeking sanctuary 

 
In this newsletter we will share with you new and exciting opportunities to carry out our 3 core 
values: LEARN about asylum issues, EMBED positive action in the life of your school and 
SHARE your good practice and ethos of welcome with others. We hope you enjoy reading it and 
invite you to share your stories with us to feature on our website and in upcoming newsletters. If 
your school hasn’t yet signed up to join us and would like to learn more about becoming a School 
of Sanctuary, please contact us!  

Schools of Sanctuary Conference 
in Liverpool, November 18, 2915 
 
Three representatives from Leeds 
attended the daylong conference where 
we shared information about the Leeds 
and Bradford SoS journeys. We learned 
so much while attending inspiring 
presentations from educators, activists 
and artists throughout the UK!  

 
    News and Updates 

 

	  

• We would like to welcome three 
new schools that have begun their 
Schools of Sanctuary Journey, 
David Young Academy, 
Rosebank Primary and Chapel 
Allerton Primary!  

 
• Leeds Schools of Sanctuary, St. 

Mary’s Catholic Primary and 
Beeston Primary have raised 
funds and collected gifts to donate 
to local refugee families and support 
organisations  

 
• City of Sanctuary has been featured 

as one of The Guardian and 
Observer’s Refugee Appeal 2015: 
https://guardian.charitiestrust.org/gu
ardianappeal.aspx  



WORKSHOPS AND ACTIVITIES 

BRITISH RED CROSS FREE  
STIGMA AND MIGRATION WORKSHOPS  
 
‘Stigma and Migration’ is a FREE 1-6 week programme allowing young people the 
opportunity to explore migration and the stigma that surrounds it. British Red Cross 
Youth Educators deliver sessions that create a better understanding of migration and 
the stigma that surrounds it and encourage participants to feel more confident to 
inform others about migration. These are engaging, interactive sessions that use 
though-provoking and age appropriate multi-media resources. (For year 6 and up) 
 
*The programme contributes to SMSC through interest in exploring, understanding and respect for 
cultural diversity and the extent that they understand, respect and celebrate diversity; and PSHE: 
rights, responsibilities, change and resilience, equality and diversity.  
 
For more information and how to book, contact: 
Courtlin Stoker, Youth Education Coordinator- West Yorkshire 
Phone: 07973505914 email: cstoker@redcross.org.uk 

NOLA ELLEN  
REFUGEE AWARENESS RAISING WORKSHOPS  
 
Nola has over ten years working as a practitioner with young refugees in Leeds with 
The Children’s Society, The Refugee Council and Student Action for Refugees. She 
currently specialises in working with young people who have experienced trafficking, 
grooming and exploitation. Her workshops, available for both primary and secondary 
school students are informative, participatory and engaging, impactful and are rooted 
in diversity and inclusion. Sessions use games, activities, case studies, group work 
and media resources to explore issues around migration, myths, media and the 
challenges that young refugees face.  
 
For more information and to book, please contact Nola Ellen Pugh: 
Email: nola.ellen.pugh@hotmail.com  Phone: 07904587713 

EMBED! 

LEARN! 

HOW YOUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY CAN GET INVOLVED!  
 
RICHMOND HILL DISTRIBUTION CENTRE  
Donations of warm clothing to be given to refugees in this cold winter season can be 
dropped off at the Depot in the former recreation centre off Pontefract Lane (Cross 
Aysgarth Mt, Leeds LS9 9AH. For more information about how to donate during the 
holiday season, visit: https://leedsmultiagency.wordpress.com/stuff/  
 
PEER MENTORING WITH THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
The Children’s Society is looking for peer mentors for their weekly youth club with 
asylum seeking and refugee young people. If you have any students you think might 
be interested in this rewarding volunteer experience, please contact: 
schools@leeds.cityofsanctuary.org or lindiwe.mapuranga@childrenssociety.org.uk  
 



	  

 
LESSONS FROM A HEAD TEACHER 
 
Anne Elford from Windsor CP School in Merseyside –with 82% of their students EAL—
gave a moving and inspiring presentation at the Schools of Sanctuary 2015 Conference in Liverpool. 
In her presentation she discussed the various ways in which the entire school community was dedicated to 
welcoming new students from migrant families and especially how they engaged with parents of new 
students. Some of their successful practices to make their school environment as inclusive and welcoming 
as possible include:  
 

• Signs and captions on walls, doors and reception are all written in several languages 
• When children arrive for their first day, they are greeted by several staff and new parents are 

invited to stay the morning in their child’s class to begin to understand the school’s routines 
• To overcome the challenges of persuading parents to come into school for events and celebrations 

(as big assembling can often be intimidating, especially when there is a language barrier) parents 
are invited to visit their children’s classrooms to spend at least one day of various “themed 
weeks” planned across the school year.  

• For International Week, parents were asked to teach their child’s class a game that they played 
themselves as children in their home country or share a cultural recipe. 

• The school organises several Parent Workshops throughout the year for example: how to 
support your child reading at home, E-safety, healthy eating, etc. These events are opportunities 
for parents to meet together using the school as a safe secure and supportive environment in 
which to learn and understand their children’s curriculum.  

 
“All children, whoever they are and wherever they come from need to feel safe, secure, happy 

and valued. We strive hard every day, as a school team, to ensure they do, whatever their 
backgrounds or experiences may be…and in turn, our parents feel they can trust us and come to 

us in times of need.    ” –Anne Elford 

SHARE! 

WELCOME TO LEEDS HOLIDAY PARTY FOR REFUGEES 
 
Big thanks to St Mary’s Horsforth who collected and wrapped Christmas gifts and 
wrote beautiful cards to be distributed at the City of Sanctuary Welcome to Leeds 
Holiday Party which took place on December 8th. These gifts were given out to 
children from migrant families who are new to Leeds and they certainly helped to 
contribute to this welcoming experience! 

 
 


