
 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 AUTUMN 1 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2017 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Hand in homework. 

Reading books changed. 

Tuesday 

PE kit required. 

Wednesday 

Library Books changed 

Thursday: 

PE kit required. 

Friday: 

Reading books changed 

Spelling test 

Homework given. 

Important Dates 

Wednesday 20th September - 

school photographs.  

Friday  29th Sept—Year 2 & 

Year 4 class Mass 

Friday 6th October - Harvest 

Assembly 2.15. 

Thursday 12th October – Class 

Assembly 

Wednesday 18th - Rosary Day.   

Thursday 19th October - 

School closes.  Last Day of 

Term. 

Friday 20th October - Training 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school after our summer break. We are delighted to be working 

with your children in Year 2, who are settling in well and are already working very 

hard. 

Mrs Ellis will be teaching Year 2 on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday followed by 

Mrs Dobson on Thursday and Friday. We are also very fortunate to have Mrs 

Shepherd supporting Year 2 in their learning. Please feel reassured that we are all 

working closely together to ensure continuity and progression for the children. This 

year we will be covering as range of engaging and exciting topics, please see 

overleaf an overview of things we will be focussing this half term.  Don’t forget to 

look at all the fun things we are doing in school on our school website and twitter 

feed, which will be regularly updated. 

  

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Homework 

Reading: Year 2 children are expected to read for 10 minutes per night. Books are changed 

in school on Monday and Friday. Please can you write the date and title of the book in 

their reading diaries as well as your usual comments. Please talk about the story together, 

discuss your favourite characters and events. 

Spellings: Spellings will be sent out on Fridays. Please support your child in not only 

learning these but also using them in sentences. The test will be done on the following 

Friday in a spelling book that is kept in school. 

Written Homework: Given on Fridays and returned on Mondays. This task should take 10 

minutes and is completed on the sheet, in pencil and to a good standard so that it can be 

stuck in the relevant subject book in school. There will be a balance of English, Maths and 

topic work throughout the year. 

  



  

  

  

 

English 

This half term the children and will be: 

• Read and write stories with a familiar 

setting  

• Writing from personal experience 

• Use noun phrases and expanded noun 

phrases in independent writing. 

• Develop cursive handwriting style 

ready to join. 

• Year 2 spelling patterns ‘kn’- ‘ce’ -‘ci’ 

‘ge’ - ‘dge’ 

Mathematics 

In Maths we will be focussing on 

• Place value- identifying what 

numbers are worth and partitioning 

them using a variety of maths 

apparatus 

• Use method of ‘part part whole’ to 

understand the value of numbers 

• Add and subtract single digit numbers 

• Add and subtract 2 digit numbers 

using written column methods. 

• Begin counting in multiples of 2’s, 5’s 

and 10’s. 

Computing 

In this computing unit we will learn how to program a set of 

algorithms and how to debug them. Pupils will: 

• Understand algorithms as a sequence of instructions. 

• Use a bee-bot to program and debug a journey to Mars. 

• Use Scratch Junior to program a set of algorithms. 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘Chosen People’. The 

children will: 

• Know we are chosen and gifted by God to help others. 

• Know why God chose Abraham and Moses to help his      

people. 

• Understand that Daniel had to be brave and have faith. 

Science 

In Science we will be learning about Living 

things and their habitats. We will: 

• Match living things to their habitats, 

including microhabitats 

• Explain a simple food chain 

• Identify things that are living, dead 

and never lived. 

 
Topic 

In Geography we are studying our Local Area 

• Name the four countries in the UK. 

• Say what I like and do not like about 

the place I live in. 

• Go on a local walk and follow a map 

locating human and physical features 

of Horsforth. 

 

PE 

 Year 2 will have two PE lessons every week. 

For the first term one of the sessions is 

Football on a Tuesday with Mrs Ellis. The 

second session we will be on a Thursday with 

Mrs Dobson and will be Gymnastics. 

 

 

 

 

The Year 2 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 1 

Music 

Our focus this half term is going to be about rhythm and we 

will complete a unit called ‘Hands, Feet, Heart’. 

Art/DT 

Our focus this half term is going to be:  

 

• Self-portraits. 

• Creating a model of Horsforth. 


