
 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 AUTUMN 1 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2018 

Important Dates 
 

19/9/18 – school photographs. 

 

28/9/18 –  McMillan coffee 

morning and parent forum.  

 

3/10/18 – trip to Skelton 

Grange. 

 

5/10/18 – Harvest festival. 

 

17/10/18 – Year 3 class assembly. 

 

23/10/18 – parents evening. 

 

25/10/18 – parents evening. 

 

26/10/18 – training day, school 

closes for half term 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school after the summer holidays. The children have already had a great start to 

Year 3 and we are looking forward to working with your child this year and getting to know them 

well. 

This school year is a very exciting one for the children as they are not only beginning their Key stage 

2 curriculum and routines, they will also be preparing for First Reconciliation. This is an extremely 

special time for you and your child, dates regarding the Sacramental programme will follow shortly. 

This year, Year 3 will be supported in their learning by Mrs Wood, whom we warmly welcome to St 

Mary’s. Year 3 will also be taught by Mrs Wilson, who will teach Spanish and Music. 

This half termly newsletter aims to inform you of the Year 3 curriculum for the forthcoming half 

term and any important routines and dates. If you have any questions as your child makes their 

transition into KS2, please do not hesitate to ask. We look forward to working with you this year.  

Mrs Harrison & Mrs Georghiou – Year 3 Class teachers 

  

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Homework 

Reading: Year 3 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night. Books can be changed 

by Mrs Wood on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and will be sent home on these days. 

Children should ensure they aim to change their book at least once a week, however, this will 

depend on the length of the book. School reading books can also be complimented with own 

choice reading books, magazines, newspapers and online reading books on Bug Club.  

Spellings: Children will be given a set of spellings (up to 8 words) each Friday to be brought 

home and practise. We will be using the spellings in many different ways throughout the week 

to aid learning. The children will be tested the following Friday. 

Times Tables: The children will be working hard on their times tables and this term, we will be 

issuing Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates to the children. We will focus on recapping their 2, 5 

& 10’s with rapid recall, along with the corresponding division facts. 

Written Homework: This will be given out on a Friday to be returned on Monday. This task 

should take about 20 minutes and is usually completed in a homework book. There will be a 

balance of English and maths, along with some topic work throughout the year. 

 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Hand in homework. 

Reading books changed. 

PE kit required. 

Wednesday: 

Reading books changed. 

Thursday: 

Reading books changed. 

Musical instruments required. 

Friday: 

Return spelling book. 

Spelling test 

Homework given. 

“



  

  

  

 

Science 

In our unit this half term we will be looking at 

Forces and Magnets. We will be predicting, 

experimenting, recording and analysing like 

scientists. We will be testing different forces 

that act on different surfaces and investigating 

how magnets behave. 

 

Art 

We will be studying Journeys, aboriginal art 

and their symbols. The children will be 

creating their own story in an aboriginal art 

style. 

English 

This half term the children will complete a 

number of short units of English that will 

focus on a variety of pieces of writing, using 

film as a stimulus. 

They will also consolidate their SPaG 

knowledge from KS1 and begin the Year 3 

objectives, starting with the use of speech 

marks. 

They will also work heavily on their editing 

skills this half term by making meaningful 

improvements to their work. 

Mathematics 

In maths this half term, we will focus on 

number and place value as the children begin 

to use larger digit numbers. We will also 

consolidate and develop written methods for 

addition and subtraction. The children will 

work on their reasoning and problem solving 

skills with weekly ‘Big Maths’ lessons. During 

this half term, the children will work on their 

3 times tables with rapid recall. 

 

Computing 

In computing this half term children will be using 

‘codes’.  Children will be designing and writing codes and 

inputting them into programs. They will experiment with 

various commands to get an end result. 

 

 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘The Christian Family.’  This 

topic is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and 

understanding of the sacrament of Baptism. Through the 

topic the children will explore what it means to belong to a 

family and the Christian family. If you haven’t already, please 

could you email a family photograph as soon as possible. 

Many thanks. 

History 

This half term, the children will start our new 

topic, ‘The Stone Age’. We will study what 

happened in the Stone Age, create cave 

paintings and answer questions such as: 

What did people eat in the Stone Age? What 

are the main differences between life today 

and in the Stone Age? Where and what is 

Skara Brae? What do you know about it? 

PE 

This half term, we will be working on 

gymnastic skills.  We will focus on balances, 

rolls, individual and group performances.  We 

will also work on the apparatus and will have 

the opportunity to design and set up stations 

for us and others to use. 

 

 

 

 

The Year 3 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 1 

Music 

Our unit of work this half term will be ‘Let it fly.’ We will use 

an integrated approach to music where games, the 

dimensions of music (pitch, rhythm and pulse), singing and 

playing instruments are all linked. 


