
 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 4 AUTUMN 2  

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2017 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Hand in homework. 

Reading books changed. 

PE kit required, including 

trainers. 

Tuesday 

Swimming kit required 

Wednesday: 

Reading books changed. 

Friday: 

Reading books changed 

Spelling test 

Homework given. 

Important Dates 

 03/11/17 – Ancient Egypt 
workshop in school.  

17/11/17 – Year 4 school trip to 

the cinema.  

20/11/17 – Magical Maths 

assembly.  

23/11/17 – Year 4 class 

assembly 9:15am. 

24/11/17 – Non-uniform day – 

bring a bottle for Church. 

12/12/17 – KS2 Carol Concert 

in Church 6pm. 

15/12/17 – Christmas dinner & 

jumper day.  

18/12/17 – Christmas parties. 

19/12/17 – whole school Mass 

9:30am in Church.  

19/12/17 – School closes.   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school after the half term break! The children in Year 4 have made 

a great start to the academic year. They have all responded well to their added 

responsibilities in class and it is a pleasure to see them growing in maturity. 

This half term, Year 4 will be supported in their learning by Mrs Milner who will be 

teaching the class on a Friday. The children will also continue to learn Spanish with 

Mrs Wilson on a Wednesday afternoon.  

If you would like to help listen to readers this year then please get in touch. Also if 

you have any spare children’s books at home which are no longer used, then please 

bring them into class—our class library could do with some sprucing! 

This half-termly newsletter aims to inform you of the Year 4 curriculum for the 

forthcoming half term and any important routines and dates.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to ask.   

Miss Dixon 

 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Homework 

Reading: Year 4 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night. Books are changed on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and will be sent home on these days. Please ensure that your 

child has written in his/her reading diary and recorded which pages have been read each night or if 

any other books have been read. If you listen to your child read, please feel free to add your initials 

and any comment.  

Spellings: Children will be given a set of spellings (up to 8 words) each Monday to be brought home 

and practice. We will be using the spellings in many different ways throughout the week to aid 

learning. The children will be tested each Friday. 

Times Tables: We are continuing with our Times Tables Rock Stars’ which has been a big hit with the 

children. The children will practise their times tables three times a week for 3 minutes at a time. 

When they have reached 58-60 marks twice in a row they will move onto the next level. The children 

are very excited and are doing well – to help them, see how quickly they can recall their 3 and 4 

times tables in a random order.  

Written Homework: This will be given out on a Friday to be returned on Monday. This task should 

take about 20 minutes and is completed in a homework book. There will be a balance of Literacy, 

Maths and topic work throughout the year.  



  

  

  

 

English 

This half term we will be focusing on a Non-

Fiction text, as the children will select applicants 

to be trained as astronauts for a mission to Mars. 

They will read about Neil Armstrong in an 

interactive eBook, using the eBook’s features to 

find out about Neil Armstrong’s personal 

qualities. They will then focus on the effective 

use of pronouns and fronted adverbials, and use 

these in their writing tasks: to write a diary entry 

and a biography. 

We will continue to focus on our spelling 

patterns which will include the common 

exception words for Year 4, in one session and 

the grammar rules in another session.  

Mathematics 

This half term we will be looking at column 

subtraction and solving problems using this 

method. Then we will be moving onto 

multiplying 2 and 3 digit numbers by a 1 digit 

number using written methods.  We will then 

proceed to look at written methods for 

division.  

We will be regularly working on times tables to 

be able to mentally multiply facts up to 12 x 

12. 

 

Computing 

This half term the children will be focusing on how to stay safe 

online. Following this we will be looking at spreadsheets and 

how we can use the formula wizard in the advanced mode to 

add formulae and explore formatting cells.  

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is Trust in God. 

 

In this topic the children will learn Jesus’s teaching on the 

importance of trusting in him. They will explore the 

importance of trusting in God as well as the difficulties it 

brings through the stories of Zechariah, Mary and Joseph. 

The children will then link this to their lives discussing 

how they can find it hard to trust sometimes, like Jonah 

but what helps them overcome this.  

Science 

In Science, Year 4 will be learning about 

‘Electricity’.  

They will learn how to construct simple 

circuits and investigate the difference 

switches make. They will also begin to 

recognise some common conductors and 

insulators, and associate metals with being 

good conductors. 

History 

This half term, we will be exploring the 

funerary artefacts, the social structure and 

hieroglyphics within Ancient Egypt.  We will 

also investigate the difference of religious 

beliefs during the Armana Period and what the 

pyramids were actually built for.  

 

PE 

 Year 4 will spend one of their P.E sessions a 

week at Holt Park Active, partaking in 

swimming lessons. The second P.E session of 

the week will be spent focusing on tag rugby 

skills including throwing and catching the ball.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 4 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 2 

Music 

Our focus this half term will be playing the glockenspiels in 

class and also we will be very busy learning songs for our Carol 

Concert.  

 

Art 

In Art we will be learning about being ‘At the 

Pantomime’. After exploring exactly what 

pantomimes are and what makes them so 

delightfully fun, Year 4 will explore a variety 

of pantomime design aspects, including set, 

costume and prop design. 


