
 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

26/04/19– Whole School Mass 
(Year 4 to lead)  

2/5/19 Open the book 
assembly  

6/5/19 Bank Holiday (school 
closed)  

9/5/19 DiocesanSkipping 
Final  

13/5/19 SATS week  

19/5/19 – Holy Communion 
Sunday Mass 11am St Mary’s 
to celebrate completing 
Chapters 5 & 6  

20/5/19 Careers Week  

24/5/19  Year 4 Class Mass to 
celebrate Chapter 7 & 8 @ 
9.30 in church 

24/5/19 Bring a flower for 
Mary  

24/05/18 – Break up for half 
term 

  

 

Homework 

Reading: Year 4 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night. Books are changed on Mondays 

and Thursdays and will be sent home on these days. Please ensure that your child has written in his/her 

reading diary and recorded which pages have been read each night or if any other books have been read. 

If you listen to your child read, please feel free to add your initials and any comment. New Active Learn 

books have been allocated to each child this term.  

Spellings: Children will be given a set of spellings (up to 8 words) each Friday to be brought home and 

practise. We will be using the spellings in many different ways throughout the week to aid learning. The 

children will be tested each Thursday.  

Times Tables: We are continuing to work on our times tables in preparation for the trial test later this 

term. Children practise their times tables daily in school. The children are doing well – to help them, see 

how quickly they can recall their 8, 9, and 12 times tables in a random order. The children can also access 

their account on the TTRS website. Don’t forget to work on the division facts! 

Written Homework:   We ask that each week children work on reading, spellings and times tables. In 

addition to this, children can choose additional activities from the homework grid. I have designed the 

grid to include a variety of tasks. Please note these additional activities are optional and provided for 

those parents who wish their children to do homework in addition to their times tables, reading and 

spelling.  
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Important Days 

Monday: 

Reading books changed  

Tuesday 

PE kit required, including 

trainers. 

Thursday:  

PE kit required, including 

trainers. 

Spelling test 

Reading books changed 

Friday: 

Homework given. 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s hard to believe that we are starting the last term for Year 4. We are all looking 

forward to the Diocesan Skipping Finals in a few weeks and have started fine tuning 

our routine. The children are growing in maturity and confidence all the time and it 

has been wonderful to see them grow over the last two terms.  

The children are also growing in their faith as they continue to prepare for their First 

Holy Communion. They start the term by leading the whole school Mass on Friday 

to celebrate completing the first chapters of “I Belong”. Their confidence in reading 

at Mass is wonderful to see.  I would like to thank you for all your hard work in 

preparing the children. Please note that we have now confirmed our Year 4 Retreat 

to Ampleforth will take place on 10th July.  

The children continue to be taught Science by Mrs Georghiou on Wednesday 

afternoons and learn Spanish with Mrs Wilson on a Friday morning.  

This half-termly newsletter aims to inform you of the Year 4 curriculum for the 

forthcoming half term and any important routines and dates.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to ask.   

Mrs Beirne  

 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://uk.mathletics.com/files/2015/07/Mathletics-Logo-350px.png&imgrefurl=http://uk.mathletics.com/&docid=CvFYBZwQAMPPJM&tbnid=5bX4rXORpIbLDM:&w=350&h=248&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjyjvDM-


  

  

  

 

Computing 

This half term the children will be ‘Effective Searching’. 

The children will learn to locate information on the search 

results page; to use search effectively to find out 

information and to assess whether an information source 

is true and reliable. They will create leaflets about Vikings 

based on their research.  

Science 

In science, Mrs Georghiou will be teaching the 
children all about ‘Animals including 
Humans’. This will include looking at the 
digestive system of humans, identifying the 
functions of different teeth and examining 
different food chains involving producers, 
predators and prey.  
 
 

 

History 

This half term, the children will start our new 
topic, ‘The Vikings ’. This topic lasts throughout 
the summer term and we will start by focusing 
on Viking lifestyles and beliefs.   
 
We will look at artefacts and create our own 
clay runes and Viking brooches, cook Viking 
food and learn about their Gods.  
  

PE 

 Year 4 have concluded their swimming sessions for 

the year and should be proud of their hard work. 

We will continue to focus now on our skipping skills 

in the run up to the skipping festival. 

 

 

Music 

This half term we continue to learn to play the glockenspiel 

and will then move onto the song, ‘Lean on Me’ by Bill 

Withers.  

 

Art 

In art, we continue to work on our Sculpture 

unit. We will start to make our sculptures that 

we designed last term using clay.  

We will also explore art and DT through our 

topic work on Vikings.  

English 

This half term the children will look at the book, 
‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’. They will develop 
their understanding of inference and use drama 
to explore characters and suspense. This longer 
text gives us a wonderful opportunity to develop 
vocabulary and focus on reading comprehension 
skills. The children will write a new adventure for 
the characters at the end of the unit.    
 
In SPaG we will revisit apostrophes and direct 
speech as well as focusing on tenses and 
pronouns.  
 
We continue to work on our Year 4 spellings.  

Mathematics 

This half term we will be continuing to focus 

on decimals including: recognising and writing 

the decimal equivalent to some fractions and 

comparing and rounding decimals.  

We will also be learning to estimate, compare 

and calculate different measures, including 

money in pounds and pence.  We will also be 

learning to read, write and convert time 

between analogue and digital 12 and 24-hour 

clocks. We will continue to work hard on our 

times tables!  

 
 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘The Early Christians’. 
 
In this topic the children will consider why Jesus made 

Peter the head of the Church and what this means for all 

Christians. The children will also look at the importance 

of Pentecost and reflect on what happened to Stephen 

and Saul. They will consider the challenges of being an 

apostle and how Paul’s faith and courage helped him to 

spread the Christian message.  
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