
 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5   AUTUMN 1 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2019 

Important Days 

At the beginning of the half 

term: 

Homework grid given out. 

Monday: 

Spellings for the week given 

out. 

Thursday: 

PE kit required. 

Friday: 

Spelling test. 

 

  

  
Important Dates 

18/9/19 – Yr5 attend mass in 
church @ 9:30am 

19/9/19 – Open the book 
assembly 

25/9/19 – School photos 

4/10/19 – Harvest Festival @ 
2:15pm 

17/10/19 – Open the book 
assembly 

18/10/19 – Rosary Day 

21/10/19 – Parents’ evening 

23/10/19 – Parents’ evening 

25/10/19 – Training day 

  

Dear Parents/Carers,  
Welcome back after the holidays! The children seem to have had a great summer and are 
eager to get back to work. I have enjoying getting to know the children over the first two weeks 
and I am finding lots of things out which will help us learn together throughout the year.  
 
This half term we are looking forward to delving into lots of new learning. We have a wonderful 
new book for our English lessons and an interesting history topic. We are also looking forward 
to getting crafty in art! 
 
Our Year 5 lessons will be supported part of the week by Mrs Wilson, who will also deliver our 
Spanish lessons. Mrs Pounder will be teaching PE on Thursday afternoons. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions . 
 
Many thanks, 
Miss Wood (Year 6 class teacher) 

 

 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Homework 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night.  It is crucial 

that the children are reading with an adult who can question them effectively in 

order to develop comprehension skills. Please ensure that your child fills in their 

reading record to show that they have completed the task. 

Spellings/Handwriting:  We will be putting a large amount of emphasis on the 

Common Exception Words and the application of spelling patterns. In class, we will 

continue to learn these and spelling lists will be sent home for children to revise 

what we have learnt within school. Please support your child to learn these in a 

variety of different, interesting and enjoyable ways. There are some ideas for 

learning spellings on the English page of our website. 

Homework Grid:  Your child should have brought a homework grid with them on 

Monday 9
th

 September. This includes a variety of different activities for the children 

to choose from. In having an element of choice, hopefully the children will immerse 

themselves into activities that they enjoy and want to do at home. Please do 

remember to send these into school though; I thoroughly enjoy seeing which 

activities the children are getting stuck into! 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://uk.mathletics.com/files/2015/07/Mathletics-Logo-350px.png&imgrefurl=http://uk.mathletics.com/&docid=CvFYBZwQAMPPJM&tbnid=5bX4rXORpIbLDM:&w=350&h=248&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjyjvDM-


  

  

  

 

English 

Our English this half term will be focused 

mainly around our new class novel – a funny, 

heart-warming story about a boy and his life at 

school. Through the book, we will practise 

comprehension and predicting skills, as well as 

use it to inspire several genres of writing such 

as diary entries, letters and narratives. 

Punctuation and grammar will be taught 

discreetly through individual sessions and will 

be revised daily at the beginning of lessons. 

Later in the half term, we will also do some 

non-fiction writing linked to our science topic.  

Mathematics 

In maths, we will be concentrating on: reading, 

writing, ordering and comparing numbers to at 

least 1 million; interpreting negative numbers 

in context; counting forwards and backwards 

in steps of 10 through negative numbers; 

rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 

1000, 10,000 and 100,000. The children will be 

given problem solving exercises to complete to 

practise these skills and allow them to explain 

further their reasoning and understanding.  

 

Computing 

Our focus for ICT this half term will involve coding using a 

programme called ‘Scratch’. Within the topic, we will 

recap basic programming skills and extend upon our 

existing knowledge. By the end of the unit, the children 

will have created their own interactive maths quiz which 

can be used by others. 

 

 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘Creation’. The children 

will be finding out about how the world began through 

investigating scientific and theological truths, looking 

more closely at God as our Creator and how we need to 

be aware of our own responsibilities being stewards of 

this creation. 

Science 

In science Year 5 will be learning about Earth and 

Space. This will involve learning about our solar 

system: the rotation of the earth on its own axis; the 

movement of the planets around the sun and the 

rotation of the moon around Earth. 

History 

Our focus this half term is the Anglo Saxons 

and the rule of King Alfred. Throughout the 

topic, we will learn about their lifestyles as 

well learn about at their religions and even 

look into some crime and punishment! We 

will compare how different their lives were to 

our lives today. 

PE 

Year 5 will have an afternoon of PE every 

Thursday, taught by Mrs Pounder. PE this half 

term will include ‘invasion games’ focusing on 

team work, keeping possession, scoring and 

defending. We will also be practicing some key 

netball skills needed for matches. 

 
 

 

 

The Year 5 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 1 

 

Music 

All the learning this half term is focused around a piece of 

music called ‘Living on a prayer’ by Bon Jovi. The learning 

involves an integrated approach to music where games, 

the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing 

and playing are all linked. 

ART/DT 

This half term we will be focusing upon an art topic 

called ‘Cityscapes’. Throughout the topic, we will 

look at a variety of artists will develop different 

techniques for creating cityscapes. 

PHSCE and Leader in Me 

 Physical health and wellbeing: What keeps 

me healthy? 

 Feeling good and being me. 

 How to become an effective leader. 

 


