
 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5   AUTUMN 1 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2018 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Literacy homework given out. 

Spellings for the week. 

Wednesday: 

Literacy homework due in. 

Maths homework given out. 

Thursday 

PE kit required 

Musical instruments for those 

who have lessons. 

Friday: 

Maths homework due in. 

Important Dates: 

Wed 19th Sept: School photos 

Fri 28th Sept: Macmillan 
Coffee morning 
and parent 
forum 

Friday 5th Oct:  Harvest Festival 

Fri 19th Oct:  Year 1 and 5 
class mass 
(11am -school) 

Tues 23rd Oct: Parents evening 
(5-7.30pm) 

Thurs 25th Oct: Parents evening 
(4-6.30pm) 

Fri 26th Oct: Training day. 

 School closes 
for half term.  

Dear Parents/Carers,  
Welcome back after the holidays! The children seem to have had a great summer and are 
eager to get back to work. 
 
This half term we are looking forward to our new topics, particularly our history topic learning 
about life during World War 2, and our science topic exploring Earth and Space.  
To enhance our learning and understanding about how children’s lives changed during the 
war, we are hoping to be evacuated to Lotherton Hall! Further details to follow.  
 
I have enjoyed getting to know the children over these last two weeks and I am finding lots of 
things out which will help us learn together throughout the year.  
 
Year 5 will be supported in their learning this term by Mrs Pounder, who will be delivering PE 
lessons on Thursday afternoons, Mrs Wilson on Monday afternoons for Spanish and Mrs 
Georghiou, who will be teaching music on a two-weekly cycle, on Wednesday mornings.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Byrne. 
 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Homework 

To ensure the children reach their full potential, it is vital homework is completed. If your 

child does not complete their homework for the day required, they will be expected to stay in 

during their playtime to complete the task set. 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night.  Children can 

change their reading book as often as they would like, but at least once a week please. 

Once each half term a reading book activity will be set as part of the English homework for 

that week.  

Spellings/handwriting:  This half term we will continue to spend time in class revising spelling 

rules and looking at multi-sensory ways of learning and remembering spellings. The children 

will be tested regularly in class and will be given a list of spellings each week to learn. This 

will also be linked to our cursive handwriting which will be practised every day. 

Maths: This half term we will be continuing our mental maths test each week to incorporate 

mental strategies for working out calculations as well as times tables. Please encourage 

your child to practise their times tables on a regular basis to support them with this learning. 

The children will also be encouraged to use ‘Mathletics’ both at home and at school which 

will provide extra practice for some of these basic strategies.  

Written Homework:  This will be given out on a Monday to be returned on a Wednesday 

and on a Wednesday to be returned on a Friday.  This task should take about 20 

minutes and is completed in a homework book, unless stated otherwise.  



  

  

  

 

English 

Our English this half term will include a 

mixture of discrete teaching of spelling, 

punctuation and grammar and plenty of 

opportunities for the children to apply these 

skills to both fiction and non-fiction writing. 

We will be sharing whole class texts linked to 

our World War 2 topic, as well as using picture 

books and short film clips to stimulate writing. 

Reading will continue through whole class 

texts as well as smaller group work, allowing 

the children to analyse and interpret text 

appropriately. 

Mathematics 

In maths, Year 5 will be concentrating on: 

reading, writing, ordering and comparing 

numbers to at least 1 million; interpreting 

negative numbers in context; counting 

forwards and backwards in steps of 10 

through negative numbers; rounding numbers 

to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 

100,000. 

The children will be given problem solving 

exercises to complete which will practise these 

skills and allow them to explain further their 

Computing 

Our focus for ICT this half term will involve the children using 

the green screen technology on the iPad to prepare and record 

their own news room report. This will be connected to the 

work in English and history where the children can create their 

own news story linked to the war. They will be given the 

opportunity to dress up and act out the scene on camera! 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘Creation’. The children 

will be finding out about how the world began through 

investigating scientific and theological truths, looking 

more closely at God as our Creator and how we need to 

be aware of our own responsibilities being stewards of 

this creation. 

Science 

 In science Year 5 will be learning about Earth 

and Space. This will involve learning about our 

solar system: the rotation of the earth on its 

own axis; the movement of the planets 

around the sun and the rotation of the moon 

around Earth. 

History 

Our focus this half term is going to be World 

War 2.  We will be looking at how and when  

the war started; the key events during the 

war; what it was like for families and 

particularly children during this time; 

government campaigns and the celebrations 

when the war finally came to an end.  

PE 

 Year 5 will have an afternoon of PE every 

Thursday, taught by Mrs Pounder. PE this half 

term will include learning the rules for High 

Five netball and practising small team games. 

There will also be sessions for athletics 

including both track and field events.  

 

 

 

 

The Year 5 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 1 

 

Music 

All the learning this half term is focused around a piece of 

music called ‘Living on a prayer’ by Bon Jovi. The learning 

involves an integrated approach to music where games, the 

dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch), singing and 

playing are all linked.  

ART/DT 

This half term we will be linking our topic and 

art/DT together. The children will be 

investigating cityscapes before creating their 

own art of London during the blitz. In DT the 

children will be given the opportunity to 

follow recipes from WW2 to make typical 

wartime meals on a ration!  


