
 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5   SUMMER 1 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2017 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Literacy homework given out. 

Spellings for the week. 

Wednesday: 

PE kit required 

Literacy homework due in. 

Maths homework given out. 

Thursday 

PE kit required 

Musical instruments for those 

who have lessons. 

Friday: 

Maths homework due in. 

Important Dates 

 

Mon 1st May – Bank Holiday 

Mon 8 May – Thurs 11th May 
Year 6 SATs 

Sat 20th May – First Holy 
Communion Year 3 

Sunday 21st May – Parish 
Mass to celebrate FHC 

Tues 23 May – Fr. Pat Golden 
Jubilee celebrations 

Fri 26th May - School closes 
for half term 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back after a lovely long Easter Holiday. Hopefully the weather will start to improve 
now that we are in the ‘Summer term’ and we can take advantage by carrying out some of our 
learning outside. 
 
We have moved onto our new topics in Science and Geography (please see the curriculum 
planner over the page for more details) which the children are already getting excited about. 
We have also been offered a cricket training session from the ‘Chance to Shine’ initiative 
delivered in schools across the country. These sessions will take place on Thursday 9.30am 
for an hour each week up until half term. 
 
Although not until June, Health week is fast approaching! If anyone would be willing and able 
to offer any sessions in school around health and fitness, you know we would love for you to 
get involved.  Health week runs from Monday June 19th for a week and is a great opportunity 
for the children to take part in activities that they wouldn’t usually take part in.  Please 
approach myself or the school office if you would like to get involved. 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Byrne. 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

iHomework 

To ensure the children reach their full potential it is vital homework is completed. If your child does not 

complete their homework for the day required, they will be expected to stay in during their playtime to 

complete the task set. 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night.  Children can change their 

reading book as often as they would like, but at least once a week please. Once each half term a 

reading book activity will be set as part of the English homework for that week.  

Spellings/handwriting:  this half term we will continue to spend time in class revising spelling rules and 

looking at multi-sensory ways of learning and remembering spellings. The children will be tested 

regularly in class and will be given a list of spellings each week to learn. This will also be linked to our 

cursive handwriting which will be practised every day. 

Maths: this half term we will be continuing our mental maths test each week to incorporate mental 

strategies for working out calculations as well as times tables. Please encourage your child to practise 

their times tables on a regular basis to support them with this learning. The children will also be 

encouraged to use ‘Mathletics’ both at home and at school which will provide extra practice for some of 

these basic strategies.  

Written Homework:  This will be given out on a Monday to be returned on a Wednesday and on a 

Wednesday to be returned on a Friday.  This task should take about 20 minutes and is completed in a 

homework book.   



  

  

  

 

English 

This half term the children will be given 

opportunities to apply the writing skills that 

they have developed this year. The children 

will be given a variety of stimulus including 

music videos and short film clips for narrative, 

and on-line non-fiction texts for inspiring their 

non-narrative writing. They will be continuing 

to learn and revise punctuation and grammar 

techniques too. Reading will continue through 

whole class texts as well as smaller group 

work, allowing the children to analyse and 

interpret text appropriately. 

Mathematics 

In Maths, Year 5 will be concentrating on the 

areas of geometry - learning about angles and 

shapes before moving on to look at position 

and direction. After this we will be looking at 

measurements, converting between different 

units of metric measurements including kilo 

metres, metres, centimetres and millimetres; 

grams and kilograms; litres and millilitres.  We 

will also be practising all the times tables up to 

12 x 12 using a number of games and methods.  

 

Computing 

Our focus for ICT this half term is to create a short animation. 

We will be looking at flip books as the first form of moving 

images, before practising with the ipad app ‘I can animate’. The 

children will be making their own flip books to create a short 

moving image before developing their ideas. At the end of the 

topic they will have created their own short animation using the 

app imovie.  

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘Other faiths’. The children 

will be finding out about what the church teaches about 

other faiths such as Judaism and Islam; reflecting on our 

beliefs; comparing the beliefs of others; reflecting on the 

importance of prayer and looking at some of the Jewish and 

Muslim festivals. 

Science 

 In Science Year 5 will be moving on to study 

Properties and changes of materials. The 

children will be carrying out a number of 

investigations using the results to inform 

further fair tests and explaining and drawing 

conclusions.  

Geography  

Our focus this half term is going to be 

‘Coastlines’. We will be primarily looking at 

how coastlines are shaped as well as 

identifying features such as arches, stacks and 

stumps. The pupils will explore ways in which 

coastal defences protect the land.  

PE 

 Year 5 will continue to have two PE lessons 

every week. One of these sessions will be led by 

Star Skills Coaching Academy and will include 

outdoor games such as rounders and football. 

The ‘Chance to Shine’ cricket coaches will also 

be delivering a 6 week programme of fun games 

linked to striking and fielding skills in cricket.  

 

 

 

 

The Year 5 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 5 

 

Music 

All the learning is focused around a piece of music called Stop 

by Joanna Mangona. We will be playing games to identify the 

pulse, rhythm and pitch within the piece of music before 

learning the lyrics ready to perform it.  

DT 

As this was not completed last term, our focus 

this half term will be Bridges. Linked to the 

work of Isambard Kingdom Brunnel, the 

children will investigate bridge structures, 

design and write a detailed plan and then build 

a bridge, evaluating its effectiveness against 

original success criteria.  


