
YEAR 5 AUTUMN 2 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2016 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Literacy homework given out. 

Spellings for the week. 

Wednesday: 

PE kit required 

Literacy homework due in. 

Maths homework given out. 

Thursday 

Musical instruments for those 
who have lessons. 

Friday: 

Maths homework due in. 

Important Dates 

 Tues 15th Nov — Open day 

 Fri 25th Nov — Non—uniform 

       (bring a bottle) 

 Tues 13th Dec—KS2 Carol       

   Concert 6.30pm church 

 Wed 14th Dec—music assembly    

 Wed 14th Dec—Christmas            

      Parties (pm) 

 Thurs 15th Dec—Christmas     

       Dinner 

 Fri 16th Dec— Whole School        

    Mass year 5 to lead 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back after the half term break. I hope you all had a good holiday and the 
children had a well-deserved rest.  

It was great meeting you all on parent’s evening and I hope it was useful for you to 
see how the children are getting on this year. 

This half term will be another busy time continuing our topics on World War II and 
The Earth, Sun and Moon, as well as starting to look at Forces. We really enjoyed 
being evacuated on Thursday which really brought our topic to life for the children.  

As I think you are all aware, Leo McDonnell is going to be staring in the  Bradford 
Alhambra production of Peter Pan over the Christmas period. We are planning to 
take the children from Year 5 to watch Leo and support him towards the end of the 
period—towards the end of January. I am looking into booking tickets at the moment 
so I will let you know asap if this will be going ahead. 

Year 5 will be supported in their learning this term by Star Skills Coaching Academy, 
who will be delivering PE lessons on Tuesday afternoons, and Mrs Stafford, who will 
be teaching RE on Wednesday afternoons.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

Mrs Byrne 

 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org       Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Year 5 Topics  

 In history will be continuing our earning about World War II. 
The children will understand what it was like for children to 
live during this time and the key events of the war.  

 In RE we will be studying The Commandments. 

 Our work in literacy will link nicely into our history topic as we 
are  reading Friend or Foe by Michael Morpurgo amongst 
other World War II texts. 

 In maths we will be continuing work on written and mental 
methods for addition and subtraction, multiplication and 
division as well as working on problem solving activities. 

 In science the children will be continuing their studies on Earth 
and Space, including the movement of the Earth and moon 
and the other planets around the Sun. 

 



Homework 

To ensure the children reach their full potential it is vital homework is completed. If your child 

does not complete their homework for the day required, they will be expected to stay in during 

their playtime to complete the task set. 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes 

per night.  Children can change their reading book as often as 

they would like, but at least once a week please. Once each half 

term a reading book activity will be set as part of the English 

homework for that week.  

Spellings/handwriting:  This half term we will continue to 

spend time in class revising spelling rules and looking at multi-

sensory ways of learning and remembering spellings. The 

children will be tested regularly in class, therefore, and will be 

given a list of spellings each week to learn. This will also be 

linked to our new cursive handwriting which will be practised 

every day. 

Maths: this half term we will be introducing a mental maths test each week to incorporate mental 

strategies for working out calculations as well as times tables. Please encourage your child to practise 

their times tables on a regular basis to support them with this learning. 

Written Homework:  This will be given out on a Monday to be returned on a Wednesday and on a 

Wednesday to be returned on a Friday.  This task should take about 20 minutes and is completed in a 

homework book.  The tasks given will be a mixture of English and Maths throughout the year with 

possible topic tasks and projects each term.  This homework will assist your child’s learning within class.  

Parental Assistance 

Please can you :  

*Support your child 
with their homework.  

*Read together as a 
family. 

*Ensure your child 
knows their times tables 
well.  

* Ensure your child brings a water 
bottle to school each day.  

Home Access 

Remember to log onto Bug Club 

for extra reading and writing 

activities. 

For Maths fun, use Mathletics 

and the White Rose Maths Hub. 

School meal choices can be  found at; 

http://www.stmaryshorsforth.org/page.php?

id=1676 


