
 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5   SUMMER 1 

CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 2018 

Important Days 

Monday: 

Literacy homework given out. 

Spellings for the week. 

Wednesday: 

Literacy homework due in. 

Maths homework given out. 

Thursday 

PE kit required 

Musical instruments for those 

who have lessons. 

Friday: 

Maths homework due in. 

Important Dates: 

Thurs 26th April  - Open 

classrooms for parents to see 

the work from dinosaur week 

(3.15 – 3.45pm) 

 

Thurs 10th May  Ascension 

Day Mass. 

 

Fri 25th May - Our lady 

celebration – bring a flower.  

 

Fri 25th May - School closes 

for half term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
  
Welcome back after the Easter break. I hope you have all been following the 
excitement on our twitter feed this week! The children (and staff) have had a lovely 
first week back, being creative around our ‘dinosaur’ theme.  
 
Next week we are back onto our ‘normal’ timetable, starting our new topics in 
science, geography and computing. We will also be welcoming a new teaching 
assistant, Miss Hobson, who will be with us until the end of Year 5.  
 
The summer term is another busy one with lots to get our teeth into. The children are 
eager to get started in their final term in Year 5.  
 
As always please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Byrne. 
 

 

www.stmaryshorsforth.org   Twitter @stmarysLS185AB 

Homework 

To ensure the children reach their full potential it is vital homework is completed. If your child does not 

complete their homework for the day required, they will be expected to stay in during their playtime to 

complete the task set. 

Reading: Year 5 children are expected to read for 20 minutes per night.  Children can change their 

reading book as often as they would like, but at least once a week please. Once each half term a 

reading book activity will be set as part of the English homework for that week.  

Spellings/handwriting:  This half term we will continue to spend time in class revising spelling rules and 

looking at multi-sensory ways of learning and remembering spellings. The children will be tested 

regularly in class and will be given a list of spellings each week to learn. This will also be linked to our 

cursive handwriting which will be practised every day. 

Maths: We will be continuing our mental maths test each week to incorporate mental strategies for 

working out calculations as well as times tables. Please encourage your child to practise their times 

tables on a regular basis to support them with this learning. The children will also be encouraged to use 

‘Mathletics’ both at home and at school which will provide extra practice for some of these basic 

strategies.  

Written Homework:  This will be given out on a Monday to be returned on a Wednesday and on a 

Wednesday to be returned on a Friday.  This task should take about 20 minutes and is completed in a 

homework book.   



  

  

  

 

English 

Our English this half term will continue to 

include a mixture of discrete teaching of 

spelling, punctuation and grammar and plenty 

of opportunities for the children to apply these 

skills to both fiction and non-fiction writing. We 

will be using short film clips to inspire our 

writing over the next few weeks before moving 

onto looking at a variety of poems. The 

children will be encouraged to write their own 

poems to perform.  

Mathematics 

In maths, Year 5 will be concentrating on 

linking the work we have completed on 

fractions to decimals and percentages.  

 

After completing this work the children will 

move onto exploring 2d representations of 3d 

shapes; drawing, measuring, comparing and 

finding angles, and then identifying, describing 

and representing the position of a shape 

following a reflection or translation. 

Computing 

This half term the children will be using the iPad application: ‘I 

can animate’ to create their own stop start animation. The 

children will film their own animated sequence using props and 

sets that they have created and will also learn how to edit their 

final piece in iMovie. 

RE 

Our focus for RE this half term is ‘Life in the Risen Jesus’. 

The children will be concentrating on making links 

between Easter, beliefs about Jesus and life after death; 

how the church has evolved; how we know that Jesus is 

with us; looking at why and how people pray and how this 

gives meaning and purpose to our lives.                

Science 

In science Year 5 will be starting a new topic 

on ‘materials’. They will be revisiting work on 

solids, liquids and gases before undertaking a 

number of practical tasks involving separating 

materials and looking at reversible and 

irreversible changes. 

Geography 

Our new geography topic this half term is 

looking at Brazil. We will be particularly 

concentrating on looking at human and 

physical features of Brazil, the importance 

of the rainforest, the trade and growing 

economy and fair trade.  

PE 

Year 5 will have an afternoon of PE every 

Thursday, taught by Mrs Pounder. This will 

involve a mixture of hockey and cricket where 

the children can practise their striking and 

fielding skills as well as playing as part of a 

team. 

 

 

 

 

The Year 5 Curriculum 
 

Half-Term 5 

 

Music 

This half term all the learning is focused around one song: 

Dancing in the street by Martha and the Vandellas. It will 

take place through an integrated approach to music where 

games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing 

and playing instruments are all linked. The children will 

learning to sing, play, improvise and compose sharing their 

work with each other. 

ART 

The children will be investigating how artists 

create perspective in their artwork; the use of 

a technique called foreshortening and how 

perspective can be played with to create an 

illusion. The children will go on to creating 

their own art illusion.  


